ECCLESFIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
                              Meeting held in The Stocks @ 7.30pm on Monday 19th April 2010  
Eight people attended the meeting, apologies were sent by three others
The meeting was chaired by Keith Fish

The minutes of previous meeting were approved. See our web site http://conservation.ecclesfieldgroups.com for these minutes, as well as the agenda for this meeting

Keith attended a meeting hosted by Northern Community Assembly; this was a full meeting and was attended by people from Stannington, Chapeltown and High Green.  Councillor Alan Hooper handed Keith a report regarding the traffic issues on Town End Road, The Wheel and Wheel Lane.
As there is a low accident record in this area the Council cannot justify a large budget.  The Police are aware of the problems but they are not a priority.  J.E. has the report if anyone wishes to read it.  J.E. is to look into conducting a survey of traffic for which he will need to specify a time and place (possibly the bottom of Town End Road).  There would need to be over 1000 vehicles a day using the road, a history of accidents and environmental issues for this to be taken further.

Keith has spoken to someone at the Probation Service payback scheme with a view to helping us with Ladycroft Meadow.  Male and Female toilet facilities will have to be provided (Keith will check if the Black Bull will help us out on this) together with tea/coffee/drinks facilities. We will have to pay for diesel/petrol if they use their own equipment, but small grants may be available to cover this. There will also be a charge if ladders or scaffolding is used. We will need to know how many are coming.  
We would need the old tarmac to be removed, topsoil to be laid, bricks removed and replaces with stones and stone stoops to be put in place.
Keith has been in touch with D.H. and is to attend a meeting of the Rotary Club on Monday 24th May to ask if they would like to replace the Village Stocks (the Rotary Club paid for the Stocks that are there at the moment) or if they would like to help with the restoration.
T.C’s Mini Market is now owned by Premier Stores this company has a very good reputation in the local area and are not selling drinks to under age drinkers although they have a problem with over 18 year olds buying drinks to give to under age drinkers.  They will try to monitor this situation and the Police are aware of the problems.

A date of Saturday 8th May at 9am has been set in order to replace and repair the toppers on the wall opposite The Stocks.  J.H. has spoken to PS who has said that the Council can’t do the work but they would be happy for us to do it.  J.H. is to arrange for materials.

The new owners of the Methodist Church on High Street are looking at usage of the building – a Children’s Playgroup/Nursery and a Youth Club run by Sheffield Futures have been suggested.

There is an event on Fargate on Saturday 24th April to promote Sheffield Environment Week
A litter pick was held in the village on Saturday 17th April – 35 bags of rubbish were collected from around the area.

Just a reminder to everyone – Ecclesfield in Bloom are holding a Coffee Morning/Plant Sale at St. Mary’s Church on 15th May at 10.30am.  Please come along and support them.  As well as tea, coffee, cakes and plants there will be a selection of cards for sale.

P.B. made a suggestion that Ecclesfield Conservation Group and Ecclesfield in Bloom could merge.  Their constitution is the same apart from the name of the Group (this could be changed to Ecclesfield Conservation and In Bloom Group)  There are more male members in the Conservation Group who may be willing to help with some of the work that the In Bloom Group do.  Initially a few of the In Bloom members were part of the Conservation Group but moved over to the In Bloom Group when that was formed.  Another advantage would be a saving with regard to insurance as at present both groups are paying for their own insurance.

The next meeting will be held in The Stocks at 7.30pm on Monday 17th May 2010

Further news:-   
On Saturday 8th May 2010 members of Ecclesfield Conservation Society and Ecclesfield in Bloom were reported to the local Police. Members of the Groups had arranged to replace and repair some of the topping stones on a wall opposite The Stocks public house, they had arrived with a truck loaded with replacements stones (for ones that had been stolen) sand, cement, water, a cement mixer and a host of various tools in order to complete the job. 

On seeing all the loose toppers being removed, a concerned resident rang the Police to report that the stones were being stolen.  The Police swiftly arrived, drove past the scene and parked in The Square, on getting out of their vehicle they realised what was happening and approached the group with the question,

 “You’re not pinching the stones at all are you?”

J.H., P.B., K.M., and S.H. were then allowed to carry on with the job. It is good to know that after all that hard work someone is keeping watch over the area and that together with CCTV cameras should deter anyone thinking of pinching the stone in future.                                                                                                     

As well as replacing the topping stones, the group pulled 56 bottles and 55 glasses out of the bushes on the site.  All the glass has been put for recycling.

